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Notes On Developments Related To Sam Hall, U.S. Citizen
Arrested By Sandinistas On Suspicion Of Espionage
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, December 24, 1986
Sam Hall, self-proclaimed "freedom fighter," was arrested Dec. 12 by Sandinista soldiers near the
restricted Punta Huete air base, 40 km. north of Managua. His socks were reportedly stuffed with
hand-made maps and sketches of military installations. According to the Reagan administration, the
air base which has a 12,000-ft. runway is being built for Soviet MiG jets and heavy transport planes.
Recent statements and events are summarized below. (See also "U.S. Citizen Sam Hall Arrested
by Sandinistas Dec. 12 on Suspicion of Espionage," CAU 12/17/86.) Dec. 18: Hall was taken from
prison in handcuffs for a 10-minute meeting with US Deputy Counsul Luis Moreno at an Interior
Ministry detention center in Managua. The prisoner told reporters he was "fine." The brief meeting
was the first with US authorities since Hall's arrest. Dec. 19: At a press conference in Washington,
State Department spokesman Charles Redman said Hall is in "apparent good health,...and does
not appear to have been mistreated." Next, Redman told reporters that although no official charges
have been brought against Hall, "President Ortega has publicly stated that he would be brought
before the Anti-Somocista Peoples' Tribunal." He also said the Nicaraguan Foreign Ministry had
informed the US Embassy they would be contacted about future visits. Dec. 20: In an interview from
his prison cell, Hall told CBS ("60 Minutes") he was the last remaining member of an American
foreign legion, the "Phoenix Battalion," which once had 540 members. He said he began forming the
privately funded battalion in 1984 with the support of two retired US naval officers. CBS reported
the retired naval officers, Capt. William Hamilton and Cmdr. Francis Fane, confirmed they had
encouraged Hall's mission. Hall claimed he was trained as a commando in Israel and served as "a
counterterrorist" in South Africa, El Salvador, and Angola. He also advised Miskito Indian contra
forces in Honduras. Next, Hall told CBS he traveled to Nicaragua to observe Soviet-supported
Cuban military construction projects. He arrived at the restricted area, he said, via a taxi which he
hired in front of his hotel. President Daniel Ortega has apparently referred to Hall as "mentally
unbalanced." Nonetheless, the Nicaraguan government has charged he was collecting intelligence
for the United. States. The State Department has denied the allegation. Dec. 22: Hall told reporters
his mission in Nicaragua originated from an operation formulated two years ago by the Pentagon.
The plan was later dropped, he added, because it was too expensive. Hall said the operation was to
be based in the Middle East with four sites around the world, and would have employed 540 men
at a cost of $15 million. Hall said he was invited in November 1984 to the Pentagon for a meeting.
"A group was to be formed, and I was to lead that as an independent...they called it the American
Foreign Legion." He was also sent to the headquarters of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in
Langley, Virginia. The prisoner claimed Phoenix Battalion was later picked up by private backers.
Hall stated he knew his contacts only by the codenames Tinker, Evers and Chance all of whom
he said were famous baseball players. Hall admitted he was not working for the US government.
"I am working for an independent group in America and my sole purpose is to come here to find
information only." His mission to Nicaragua was planned several weeks ago, Hall said, in order to
check reports that the Cubans were assembling MI-24 Soviet gunships at the Puente Hunta airbase.
and report on any new construction such as fuel storage tanks. Hall described how he arrived in
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Nicaragua with only high school Spanish, asked a cab driver to take him to the Punta Huete air base
and bluffed his way in with a false press pass. He said he was arrested taking pictures from the back
of the cab. Nicaraguan Interior Minister Tomas Borge told CBS that Hall was "probably linked with
organisations that in their turn are linked to the US government. "I think Mr. Hall is trying to create
a certain image for the purpose of regaining his freedom and to try and hide his true intentions
here." Borge was referring to a view held by some Sandinista officials that Hall may be trying to
appear as if he is mentally incompetent in order to avoid trial before the Anti-Somocista Popular
Tribunals. The minister said Hall would not be back in the United States soon.

-- End --
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